 LONGBRIDGE BAPTIST CHURCH – POLICY FOR USE OF PREMISES.                [image: ]
The Longbridge Baptist Church Premises are to be used for the purposes of the “Activities” stated in the Church’s Constitution (Section 4.2), and in accordance with all other relevant provisions of the Constitution.
In addition to those activities which the Church instigates, requests are received from time to time from both individual Church Members and other parties to use the Premises for a variety of purposes. The Trustees and Members wish to allow such usage under the guidance of certain principles, for the general purpose of furthering the Activities stated in the Constitution, and in particular:
· evangelism and mission, locally, regionally, nationally and internationally;
· supporting and encouraging charitable social action in the United Kingdom and abroad
The following guiding principles are intended to apply consistency and fairness in responding to any requests to use the Premises. However it is recognised from experience that such principles cannot cater for every foreseeable case. Where there is uncertainty about how to respond to any specific request, the matter must be brought to the Trustees (the Church Leadership Team) for a decision: the Trustees may wish to refer the matter to the Church Members if necessary.
The Principles:
1. Individual Church Members and regular attenders may use the premises for events such as birthday or anniversary celebrations, provided these are for the Member/regular attender personally or for their family members. In these cases there is no charge for use of the Premises, although a voluntary donation will be gratefully received.

2. The Premises are generally not available for private hire to individuals who have little or no connection with the Church.
 
3. Provided they are not commercial or profit-making organisations, community-based groups and charitable organisations whose purposes are aimed at social activities or the giving of advice and support to the public in the local area may use the Premises. This could include consultation or “surgery” events held by MPs, Councillors, or the Police. The Trustees will agree an appropriate charge.

4. The Premises are generally not available for use by commercial/profit-making organisations or individuals, and are not to be used for the purposes of political campaigning.
In all cases of using the Premises:
· For the purposes of health & safety and the Church’s insurance, the guidelines for use of the premises as amended from time to time must be adhered to;
· Dates and times of use should avoid clashing with planned Church-led events. Should such a clash arise, the Trustees’ decision will be final.  
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